It is well known that the infection of mumps is not limited to the salivary glands though chiefly of course affecting the parotid. Other organs and structures may be affected even primarily, and Taillens reports the case of a boy, aged 12 years, who developed a mumpsmeningitis and recovered. The author says 37 such cases have been Previously reported, which is a very small number considering how common mumps is, especially in children. Of the 38 cases, 3 were ?f young adults and 2 of them were soldiers, and Taillens points out the analogy between soldiers and children, of youth, community,
a8gregation in barrack, school-rooms, etc. Mumps-meningitis is much ^ore common in males than in females, the proportion being 15 :4 in those in which the sex was indicated. There appears to be no proof the statement that mumps-meningitis is more common when the olivary gland affection has been followed by an orchitis, and if this he so its predominance in males is still unexplained. In only 19 cases was the priority of meningitis or parotid swelling definitely stated; meningitis appeared before the glandular enlargement in 5 cases, Sltnultaneously in 4 cases, and after the glandular swelling in 10 cases.
The onset of meningitis before the glandular affection proves this Alness to be a variety of septicemia with a predilection for involvement ?f the parotid.
The meningeal symptoms are headache, vomiting, convulsions in young children, fever, tremulousness, semiconsciousness, pains elsewhere, cervical stiffness, exaggeration of reflexes, etc.
Lumbar puncture was carried out in 25 of the cases reported, and there is always a lymphocytosis of medium intensity.
The prognosis is good, only two deaths in the 38 cases. J-Taillens, "La meningite ourlienne" (Rev. med. de la Suisse romande, Lausanne, 1928, xlviii., 420) .
